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Introduction 
 
Farmers have a key role to play in improving biodiversity and water quality on their own farms 
and within their wider community. Correct farm and habitat management can also have a 
significant positive impact on the ability of the farm to reduce its carbon footprint and 
maximise its environmental potential. 
 
These scorecards are designed to rate different farmland habitats based on their ecological 
quality. The scores gained from an annual assessment will be converted to a financial payment 
that incentivises the farmer to maintain the habitat in a way that will improve biodiversity. 
They are designed to send a signal to farmers as to how best they can manage and improve 
their farmland habitats and thus biodiversity, water quality and carbon footprint. They reward 
farmers for environmental improvement through higher payments for higher quality habitats.  
 
The habitats included in this booklet are general habitats, natural, semi-natural and artificial 
that are found in the Bride valley and in most areas of the country.  

While the cards are based mainly on the quality of the habitat, some are specifically designed 
to manage the habitat for particular species e.g., skylark, lapwing and other ground nesters. 
In all cases where native ground-nesting birds are in a suitable breeding habitat, expert advice 
from an ecologist should be sought to get more targeted guidance to maintain the sensitive 
area that these species use for breeding. 

Grasslands by their complex nature are difficult to score and will require a tailored Grassland 
Management Plan (sample plan on page 32) to suit specific target species.  

It is hoped that farm advisers and ultimately farmers themselves will be able to use these 
scorecards to evaluate the habitats on Irish farms. 

Rare habitats such as natural or semi natural wet and dry grasslands that contain sensitive 
botanical species will need further guidance from an ecologist in order to maintain them in a 
good ecological condition. This will mean using certain botanical indicator species to 
determine their quality. 

The scorecards are not definitive and will need ongoing tweaking to ensure best habitat 
management practice and quality are maintained in the years ahead. 
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Habitat No. Habitat Score Card Page No. 
1 Annual Biodiversity Plot 4 
2 Biennial Biodiversity Plot 5 
3 Bee Scrape 6 
4 Bog 7 
5 Derelict Building 8 
6 Exposed Rock 9 
7 Farmyard 10 
8 Field Margin 11 
9 Grassland – Hay Meadow 12 

10 Grassland - Multi-species 13 
11 Grassland - Nesting 14 
12 Grassland - Rough 15 
13 Grassland - Species-rich 16 
14 Grassland - Wet 17 
15 Hedgerow - native (existing) 18 
16 Hedgerow - native (new) 19 
17 Marsh 20 
18 Nettle Patch 21 
19 Pond 22 
20 Quarry 23 
21 Reed Bed 24 
22 Riparian Buffer Strip - River Bride 25 
23 Riparian Buffer Strip - Tributary / Drain 26 
24 Scrub / Waste ground 27 
25 Stone Wall / Grass Bank 28 
26 Tree-line (new) 29 
27 Tree-line (existing) 30 
28 Winter Stubble 31 
29 Woodland - Coniferous 32 
30 Woodland - Mixed 33 
31 Woodland - native (new) 34 

 Grassland Management Plan 35 
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